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Tuesday, June 29, 2021 
 
 
During this COVID-19 pandemic and other future events, the CDM has been 
and will continue to be a source of reliable information, education and models 
for mitigation, preparedness, response, and recovery.  We hope this 
informational document has helped provide you filtered and actionable 
information.  As the pace of new information and changes occur, we will 
evaluate the current once per week to determine if this information should be 
provided on a more frequent basis.   
 
 
                                                                                                                        
David Markenson, M.D., M.B.A. 
Director 











 Total Cases Total Deaths Total Vaccine 
Doses Admin. 
Total Tested 
Worldwide 181,429,324 3,929,761 2,966,241,644 Not Available 
United States 33,640,572 604,115 323,985,562 482,858,673 
New Jersey 1,022,977 26,438 9,803,748 14,562,494 
New York 2,114,434 53,672 21,697,307 58,638,455 
Connecticut 349,261 8,276 4,395,232 8,748,498 
 
Information as of 6/28/21 at 0000 EDT. Source: https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html  
 
 






Center for Disaster Medicine Updates 
 
 
● On June 18, 2021, Center for Disaster Medicine staff was invited speaker at international 
disaster management conference hosted by the University of Malaga in Spain. The 
presentation focused on vaccination efforts in New York State. 
● On June 10, 2021, CDM staff provided CPR training to NYC hospital police in an effort to 
maintain overall preparedness 
●  Coordinating and overseeing COVID-19 screenings at NYMC campus 
●  Continue to partner with local organizations such as Westchester Department of 
Emergency Services and Westchester Medical Center to ensure ongoing collaboration with 
all public safety agencies. 
●  Coordinating volunteers to support local public health response to COVID-19. 
●  Conducting research and analysis of current events and COVID-19 response to identify 
strengths and areas for improvement in other regions. 
●  Updating and developing new programs to provide enhanced education on public health 
emergencies including pandemics. 
●  Exploring course development opportunities in infection prevention and control for 
frontline responders in the hospital and in the field. 
●  Serving as a source of information for COVID-19 related concerns or questions regarding 
public health, emergency medical service (EMS), public safety and healthcare response.  
●  Local networking and pandemic response analysis for New York’s tri-state area, using 
first-person experiences to highlight current trends. 
 
To view the Center for Disaster Medicine's newest webinar, please click here - The 




• As the nation emerges from the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic, an estimated 
millions of Americans remain in need of mortgage and rental assistance. To provide 
continued relief to the Veteran and service member community, the Department of 
Veterans Affairs is extending by an additional month the foreclosure and eviction 
moratoriums through July 31. Extending the COVID-19 moratoriums on foreclosures and 
evictions will allow households that may have fallen behind on their mortgages more 
time to recover. Ultimately the extension will help thousands of VA home loan borrowers 
stay in their homes, and provide those hard-hit by the pandemic, the time needed to get 
back on a regular monthly mortgage payment schedule. 
https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5685  
 
The White House  
 





The official website of the White House will deliver updated information as the country grapples 
with converging crises. This will include actions to control the COVID-19 pandemic, provide 
economic relief, tackle climate change, and advance racial equity and civil rights, as well as 
immediate actions to reform our immigration system and restore America’s standing in the world. 




Health and Human Services (HHS) 
 
Thanks to the American Rescue Plan, the Biden Administration is investing more than $3 billion 
to accelerate the discovery, development and manufacturing of antiviral medicines as part of the 





On June 17, 2021, thanks to the American Rescue Plan, the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services’ (HHS) Office of the National Coordinator for Health Information Technology 
(ONC) announced the establishment of an $80 million Public Health Informatics & Technology 
Workforce Development Program (PHIT Workforce Program) to strengthen U.S. public health 
informatics and data science. 
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2021/06/17/hhs-announces-80-million-in-arp-funding-to-bolster-
underrepresented-communities-in-public-health-it-workforce.html  
As part of President Biden’s continued efforts to ensure the pandemic response reaches all 
people and all communities, the Biden Administration is announcing an investment of $1.8 billion 








For the latest COVID-19 information from HHS 
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/coronavirus/index.html 
 
National Institutes of Health (NIH)  
 
Adolescent marijuana use and binge drinking did not significantly change during the COVID-19 
pandemic, despite record decreases in the substances’ perceived availability, according to a 
survey of 12th graders in the United States. The study’s findings, which appeared online on June 
24, 2021, in Drug and Alcohol Dependence, challenge the idea that reducing adolescent use of 
drugs can be achieved solely by limiting their supply. The work was led by researchers at the 
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, and funded by the National Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA), 




A new observational study has begun to evaluate the immune responses generated by COVID-
19 vaccines administered to pregnant or postpartum people. Researchers will measure the 
development and durability of antibodies against SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes COVID-19, 
in people vaccinated during pregnancy or the first two postpartum months. Researchers also will 
assess vaccine safety and evaluate the transfer of vaccine-induced antibodies to infants across 




In a new study, National Institutes of Health researchers report that the prevalence of COVID-19 
in the United States during spring and summer of 2020 far exceeded the known number of cases 
and that infection affected the country unevenly. For every diagnosed COVID-19 case in this 
time frame, the researchers estimate that there were 4.8 undiagnosed cases, representing an 
additional 16.8 million cases by July alone. The team’s analysis of blood samples from people 
who did not have a previously diagnosed SARS-CoV-2 infection, along with socioeconomic, 
health, and demographic data, offers insight into the undetected spread of the virus and 









As of June 25, 2021, 389 tests and sample collection devices are authorized by the FDA 
under emergency use authorizations (EUAs). These include 278 molecular tests and 
sample collection devices, 83 antibody and other immune response tests and 28 antigen 
tests. There are 52 molecular authorizations and one antibody authorization that can be 
used with home-collected samples. There is one molecular prescription at-home test, 
three antigen prescription at-home tests, five antigen over-the-counter (OTC) at-home 
tests and two molecular OTC at-home tests. The FDA has authorized 11 antigen tests 
and three molecular tests for serial screening programs. The FDA has also authorized 




On June 24, 2021, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration issued an emergency use 
authorization (EUA) for the drug Actemra (tocilizumab) for the treatment of hospitalized 
adults and pediatric patients (2 years of age and older) who are receiving systemic 
corticosteroids and require supplemental oxygen, non-invasive or invasive mechanical 
ventilation, or extracorporeal membrane oxygenation (ECMO). Actemra is not authorized 









Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
The emerging variants CDC is closely monitoring have mutations in the virus genome that 
alter the characteristics and cause the virus to act differently in ways that are significant to 
public health (e.g., causes more severe disease, spreads more easily between humans, 
requires different treatments, changes the effectiveness of current vaccines). It’s 
important to understand that genetic mutations are expected, and some variants can 
spread and become predominant while others subside. 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/transmission/variant-cases.html  
 
CDC provides daily data tracker which has maps and charts tracking cases, deaths, and 
trends of COVID-19 in the United States- updated daily by 8 p.m. ET. 
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#datatracker-home  
 
For the latest CDC information 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-updates/index.html 
 
Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS)   






In this section, vaccine-related information from various sources will be collected, 
reviewed, and tabulated here.  As of June 29, 2021, the FDA has granted Emergency Use 
Authorization (EUA) to Pfizer BioNTech, Moderna and Janssen/Johnson & Johnson. Now 
with three vaccines with EUA, the goal is to vaccinate a larger number of persons in the 
coming months throughout the United States. As additional vaccines are granted EUA, 
information for those vaccines will also be included. 
CDC created this section regarding COVID-19 vaccinations in the United States- CDC 
provides overall US COVID-19 Vaccine, deliveries and administration, maps, charts, and 
data updated daily by 8 PM. This section represents all vaccine partners including 
jurisdictional partner clinics, retail pharmacies, long-term care facilities, Federal 
Emergency Management Agency and Health Resources and Services Administration 
partner sites, and federal entity facilities.  
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#vaccinations  
 
The NYS DOH COVID-19 Vaccine Tracker Dashboard will update New Yorkers on the 
distribution of the vaccine including the number of doses received by the state, a 
breakdown of first or second doses, and the number of persons vaccinated with the first 
and second doses in each region. 
https://covid19vaccine.health.ny.gov/covid-19-vaccine-tracker  
 
CDC created this section regarding the Johnson & Johnson’s Janssen vaccine to provide 
updated relevant information including side effects and safety data, clinical trials 
demographic statistics, and information on how the vaccine works. 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/different-vaccines/janssen.html  
 
CDC created this section regarding the Moderna vaccine to provide updated relevant 
information including side effects and safety data, clinical trials demographic statistics, 
and information on how the vaccine works. 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/different-vaccines/Moderna.html   
 
CDC created this section regarding the Pfizer BioNTech vaccine to provide updated 
relevant information including side effects and safety data, clinical trials demographic 




HHS created this section to provide the latest information about COVID-19 vaccines. 
https://www.hhs.gov/coronavirus/covid-19-vaccines/index.html  
 
For NYC DOHMH updated guidance regarding COVID-19 vaccine 
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-vaccines.page  
 
The Vaccine Finder is a one-stop site for New Yorkers to find their nearest COVID-19 
vaccination location. The Vaccine Finder can also provide New Yorkers with information 




Educational Institution Information 
• Higher Education 
o Traditional three-hour university exams may soon be a thing of the past 
as leading British institutions eye a switch to online and more “authentic” 
forms of assessment post-pandemic. The University of Cambridge said 
that over the next academic year it would “draw on the lessons learned” 
from the COVID-19 pandemic and respond “to the desire of many 
faculties and departments to move away from the traditional three-hour 
written examination format as the primary means of assessment for such 





o According to preliminary data from the U.S. Department of Education's 
National Center for Education Statistics, public school enrollment in 2020-
21 fell by 3 percent compared to the previous year, marking the largest 
decline since the start of this century, according to researchers. As 
anticipated, the changes were mostly concentrated in pre-k, which saw a 
22 percent decrease, and kindergarten, which experienced a dip of 9 
percent. Changes also differed by grade groupings, with a 13 percent 
decrease in pre-K and kindergarten, a 3 percent decrease in grades 1-8, 
and a slight increase of 0.4 percent in grades 9-12. Until now, K-12 
enrollment had been slowly increasing almost every year since the start 
of the century, NCES Associate Commissioner for Administrative Data 
Ross Santy said in a statement. Santy added that changes had been 
small in the few recent years with enrollment decreases, representing 






To view the latest information on clinical trials regarding COVID-19 
https://www.clinicaltrials.gov/ct2/results?recrs=&cond=Covid19&term=&cntry=&state=&cit
y=&dist=  










• Governor Andrew M. Cuomo announced that New York State will provide $25 million 
in child care scholarships to all essential workers starting June 23, 2021. Essential 
workers include first responders such as health care providers, pharmaceutical staff, law 
enforcement, firefighters, transportation workers, food delivery workers, grocery store 
employees and others. This is the first in a series of new investments to support working 
families and the child care industry through the federal Coronavirus Response and 
Relief Supplemental Appropriations Act and American Rescue Plan Act. 
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-announces-25-million-child-care-
scholarships-essential-workers  
• Governor Andrew M. Cuomoannounced that New York will end the state disaster 
emergency declared on March 7, 2020 to fight COVID-19. Given New York's dramatic 
progress against COVID-19, with the success in vaccination rates, and declining 
hospitalization and positivity statewide the state of emergency will expire after Thursday, 
June 24. Federal CDC guidance will remain in effect, which includes masks for 
unvaccinated individuals, as well as all riders on public transit and in certain settings, 
such as health care, nursing homes, correctional facilities, and homeless shelters. State 
and local government health departments will still be able to ensure mask rules and 




New York State Department of Health (DOH) 
 
On June 21, 2021, Governor Cuomo updated New Yorkers on the state's progress combatting 
COVID-19. "From the highest positivity rate on the globe, to one of the lowest positivity rates in 
the nation, New Yorkers have worked tirelessly to keep their communities safe and show up for 
each other throughout the pandemic," Governor Cuomo said. "With reopening underway, New 
Yorkers should be proud of themselves and start living life again, enjoying all that our beautiful 
state has to offer. If you haven't already, get your vaccine so you can live life uninhibited and go 
forward to make priceless memories with your loved ones." 
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-updates-new-yorkers-states-progress-
during-covid-19-pandemic-191  
For a list of positive cases by county in New York State 
https://covid19tracker.health.ny.gov/views/NYS-COVID19-Tracker/NYSDOHCOVID-19Tracker-
Map?%3Aembed=yes&%3Atoolbar=no&%3Atabs=n  
NYS DOH has created a dynamic COVID-19 Tracker which provides COVID-19 information 
regarding testing, cases, percentages, and fatalities across New York State. It also breaks down 
cases by county. https://covid19tracker.health.ny.gov/views/NYS-COVID19-
Tracker/NYSDOHCOVID-19Tracker-Map?%3Aembed=yes&%3Atoolbar=no&%3Atabs=n  
 






• As New Jersey continues to recover from the ravages of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
Governor Phil Murphy signed six bills – A5704, A5705, A5706, A5707, A5708, and 
A5709 – which provide additional aid to small businesses that continue to suffer from the 
economic effects of the pandemic. Together, the bill package provides $235 million to 
small businesses throughout the state, allowing the New Jersey Economic Development 
Authority (NJEDA) to fulfill all eligible applications submitted during Phase IV of the 
EDA’s Small Business Emergency Grant 
Program. https://nj.gov/governor/news/news/562021/approved/20210622a.shtml  
• Governor Murphy, New Jersey Department of Education (DOE) Acting Commissioner 
Dr. Angelica Allen-McMillan, and New Jersey Department of Health Commissioner Judy 
Persichilli announced a series of coordinated recommendations and guidance 
documents to assist school districts and educators as they develop local reopening 
plans for the 2021-2022 school year. All public school districts in New Jersey are 
expected to provide full-time, in-person instruction for the 2021-2022 school year. 
Documents released will be critical as districts plan for full-time instruction and continue 
the pathway to recovery from COVID-




• Governor Ned Lamont announced the launch of the State of Connecticut’s “Rock the 
Shot” promotional campaign to encourage Connecticut residents to get vaccinated 
against COVID-19 by giving away pairs of tickets to concerts happening throughout the 










Local Updates  
 
New York Blood Center (NYBC) 
 
For the latest updated NYBC information about COVID-19: 
https://nybc.org/covid-19/  
 
New York City (NYC) Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (DOHMH)   
 
NYC DOHMH launched a new variants data page. The data on this page show how variants of the 
virus that causes COVID-19 are spreading in NYC. Variants are versions of the virus with certain 
sets of mutations. Some variants may result in a COVID-19 infection that is easier to spread, more 
severe or able to avoid antibodies from vaccines or previous infections. 
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-data-variants.page  
 
For NYC DOHMH updated COVID-19 data page 
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-data.page  
 
For the latest COVID-19 information from NYC DOHMH 
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-main.page 
 
Westchester County Department of Health 
 
For the latest breakdown of positive cases in Westchester County as of June 27, 2021 
https://wcgis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/280339d96db14efd9cc304dba0f3a71d  
 
For the latest COVID-19 information in Westchester including how to avoid the latest vaccine scams 
offering earlier access to vaccines. 
https://health.westchestergov.com/2019-novel-coronavirus   
 
Putnam County Department of Health 
Breakdown of positive cases by towns in Putnam County as of June 25, 2021- 
https://www.putnamcountyny.com/covid19/  
 
For the latest COVID-19 information 
https://www.putnamcountyny.com/health/coronavirus/ 
 
Dutchess County Department of Health 
 
Breakdown of positive cases in Dutchess County as of June 28, 2021 
https://www.dutchessny.gov/Departments/DBCH/covid-19-dashboard.htm 
 
For the latest COVID-19 information: 
https://www.dutchessny.gov/Departments/DBCH/2019-Novel-Coronavirus.htm 
 
Orange County Department of Health   
 
Updated COVID-19 dashboard for Orange County as of June 28, 2021 
https://ocnygis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/21de1fb5ce0c480f95dc0cf2b8b83b71  
 




Rockland County Department of Health 
 
Review Rockland County’s dashboard with the latest COVID-19 information regarding cases as of 
June 25, 2021 
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/d074e0336e81449393a76d1768ceb096 
 








For the latest COVID-19 information for healthcare facilities from the Greater New York Hospital 




Center for Disaster Medicine Media 
 
New York Medical College Leadership News: 





Robert W. Amler, M.D., M.B.A., dean of the School of Health Sciences and Practice and vice 
president of government affairs 
 
Faculty News: 









Every effort is made to provide accurate and complete information in this newsletter. However, New 
York Medical College cannot guarantee that there will be no errors. NYMC makes no claims, promises or 
guarantees about the accuracy, completeness, or adequacy of the contents of the newsletters or the 
articles linked herein and further expressly disclaims liability for errors and omissions in the contents of 
this newsletter.  
 
This newsletter is for informational purposes only; it does not constitute medical advice. Always seek the 







New York Medical College 
Center for Disaster Medicine 
7 Dana Road Suite 511 
Valhalla, New York 10595 
914-594-1750 
https://www.nymc.edu/center-for-disaster-medicine/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
